USING SYSTEM RESTORE IN WINDOWS

There are two places that you can use the system restore feature from. From within Windows,

you can just type restore into the Start menu search box, and you'll immediately see System
Restore at the top of the start menu:

Programs

ﬂ'.-' System Restore
@Backup and Restore Center

Or you can type rstrui into the search box and hit enter. Your choice.

You will immediate see a screen where you can choose to roll back the system to the last restore

point. You can select "Recommended restore”, and just click next, or you can choose a different
restore point.

Restore system files and settings
7T

{ System Restore can help fix problems that might be making your
—_ computer run slowly or stop responding.

i System Restore does not affect any of your documents, pictures, or

other personal data, and the process is reversible. How does System
Restore work?

() Recommended restore:

Select this option to undo the most recent update, driver,
or software installation if you think it is causing problems.

1/8/2007 6:21: 20 PM Install: Install Virtual CloneDrive
Current time zone; Eastern Standard Time

@ Choose a different restore point

To create a restore point, open System Protection.

If you do choose a different restore point, you will see a list of restore points that you can choose
from. How many times have | typed the word choose at this point?



You'll notice in the screenshot below that the last thing I did was install Virtual CloneDrive to
mount 1SO images, but right before that | installed the NVIDIA drivers.

Current time zone: Eastern Standard Time

Date and Time

1/7/2007 3:52:23 PM
1/7/2007 2:33:11PM

Description

1/8/2007 6:21:20 PM Install; Install Virtual CloneDrive

Install: Device Driver Package Install: MVIDIA Display adapters
System: Scheduled Checkpoint

Click one of them, and you will have to confirm and then restart your computer to roll the system
back.

_
Confirm your restore point

Time: 1/8/2007 6:21: 20 PM (Eastern Standard Time)

Description: Install; Install Virtual Clonelrive

Note: For best results, you should run System Restore from safe mode.

If you receive an error while restoring, then use it from safe mode and it should work fine. To get
into Safe mode, you can reboot and use the F8 key right before Windows starts up.

If the F8 key doesn't work for you, you can force the system to go into safe mode by following
instructions from Larry in the comments.

If Your System Won't Boot

If you can't even get into windows, you can boot off the installation dvd, and choose the "Repair
your computer™ option on the lower left hand side. If you don't have an installation/repair disc,
you can make one with these instructions.

Click next on the next screen, and then choose System Restore from the System Recovery

dialog. It will take a few seconds to come up, and you will see the same screen that you would
see in Windows:

Current time zone: Eastern Standard Time

Date and Time Description

1/8/2007 6:21:20 PM Install: Install virtual CloneDrive

172007 3::52:23 FPM Install; Device Driver Package Install: MVIDIA Display adapters
172007 2:33:11PM System: Scheduled Chedkpoint



http://www.howtogeek.com/howto/windows-vista/using-windows-vista-system-restore/#comment-40831
http://www.howtogeek.com/howto/windows-vista/how-to-make-a-windows-vista-repair-disk-if-you-dont-have-one/

Click next, and on the next screen select the drive that your copy of Windows Vista is installed
on.

Click Finish, and Vista will roll back to the previous restore point.

Conclusion: I'd absolutely recommend keeping the system restore feature on in Vista. I've
already blown the system up at least 3 times and had to restore from all of my testing.
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