
Crop Photos with Windows Vista 

Vista allows you to easily crop your photos. Cropping a photo entails choosing a portion of an 

existing photo and turning that portion into the entire photo, omitting the rest of the photo. 

Cropping can let you remove a photo’s bad parts and enhance the good. The following steps 

show how to crop a photo to make a distant object — a Costa Rican tree frog — appear closer. 

 

 

1 

Open the Windows Photo 

Gallery, click the problem 

photo, and click the Fix button. 

The Windows Photo Gallery 

lives in the Start menu’s All 

Programs area. 

 

 

2 

Click the Crop Picture tool and 

choose your Proportion. 

The Crop Picture tool places a 

rectangle in your photo. The 

rectangle shows the cropped 

area — everything outside the 

rectangle will be cropped out. 

 

 

3 

Adjust the cropped area around 

your subject. 

Vista places the rectangle in 

the center of your photo, which 

is rarely the best place to crop. 

Reposition the rectangle by 

pointing at it, and while 

holding down the mouse 

button, move the mouse to drag 

the cropping area to a new 

position. Then, adjust the 

rectangle’s size by dragging 

the corners in and out. 
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4 

Click Apply to crop the image. 

Windows Photo Gallery crops 

away the photo portions 

outside your frame. 

 

 

5 

Click Undo if you’re unhappy 

with the crop. If you’re happy 

with it, close the program or 

click the Back to Gallery 

button. 

Clicking Undo brings back the 

uncropped photo for you to try 

again. If you’re happy with the 

crop, though, click Back to 

Gallery to see your photos 

again or close the program. 
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