Acronis Backups

(From Don Crosby)
Maxine, in response to a recent Jmax Bits tip on backups:

| used to use Casper for backups and loved the program. Now | am using Acronis for my backups.
I run a full backup before installing any new software, takes 20 minutes. | also have Acronis do a

backup about once a week. When | get the "dinner call" | start the backup and it's finished by the time
dinner is over.

| can't tell you how comforting it is to know that if my C:\ drive crashes, | can just shutdown my computer,
unplug my primary harddrive (C:), turn the computer back on and it comes up recognizes my cloned hard
drive 100%, nothing lost and I'm ready to continue in 5 min.

| also subscribe to Carbonite for my "data only" backup. It runs continuously in the background and
backups selected data areas.

So | enjoy the best of both worlds.
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Acronis Backups
(From Virginia Mauldin)

Maxine, in response to a jmax bits sent out recently on backing up data, | don’t just
backup my data but create a mirror image of my C: drive, data, programs,etc.

| use Acronis 9 to clone (make an exact copy) of my hard drive onto an external drive.
Then if | want to replace a dying hard drive or upgrade to a larger ¢ hard drive (I've done
both) | disassemble the external drive, remove the drive, remove the c drive in the
computer and connect the clone. (that process really is easy). Since it is exactly the
same, life goes on as before. | can also update the clone from the ¢ drive from time to
time by dragging and dropping the newer files from the c¢ drive onto the clone in the
external drive using Windows Explorer.

1. attach the external drive and verify in Windows Explorer or My Computer that the
system is seeing it.

2. Call up Acronis program and tell it | want to clone a disk ( you can also make images
or back up with Acronis also but making a clone is just as easy and all the installed
programs are preserved)

3. The Acronis program walks me through choosing the source drive (c drive) and the
destination drive (the external) and then | just walk away, checking back from time to
time that all is progressing.

4. When Acronis says it is 100 per cent finished, | verify in Windows Explorer that some
files, like documents, are just like the current ¢ drive before disconnecting the external.



| make two clones on two different external drives about every 6 months and put one at
another location away from my house as a failsafe against a catastrophe like fire or
tornado or such. | can update the clone on the external from my c drive from time to
time but after | have installed or eliminated some programs | reclone since it is easy so
that | have a drive ready to install and use if necessary.

| like being able to change out drives and continue with all data and programs intact if
something happens to my c drive or | want to upgrade to a larger drive.

| accumulated three external drives cheaply by watching the paper for good sales
several years ago. Of course the external drive must be the same type (IDE or SATA)
as your computer to be able to switch the drive with the one in the computer. When |
started all this all computers were IDE and so are my externals. Now most computers
and no doubt externals are SATA.

| keep a small 2.5 inch external drive connected to my computer all the time. It came
with a backup utility on the external so my computer syncs and backs up the files |
choose continually.

Thanks, Virginia and Don. This is very good info. | have Acronis but don't use it as my
primary backup. After reading both your comments maybe I'll just get my Acronis disk
out and give it a run. Jmax
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