
Digital Camera Icons  

Automatic: This is usually the default setting for most digital cameras. The icon on your camera 
may read as "AUTO." This one automatically sets the camera's flash and focus by using the 
normal, average exposure settings. This can be used for normal picture taking. 

Close Up: This mode should be used for any pictures you're taking from approximately two feet 
away or closer. If you really want to narrow in on a subject, use this one. Also, keep in mind that 
the flash probably won't automatically come on with this mode, so you'll have to set it manually 
yourself. 

Landscape: This one is used for any pictures you're taking of distant subjects. Also, the flash 
should not be on for these types of pictures. The landscape mode is also sometimes indicated by 
an 8 symbol. 

Sport Mode: If you take a lot of pictures of moving objects, this is the mode you'll want to use. It 
sets the shutter speed on your camera to its fastest mark so you can catch the subjects in motion. 
For these types of pictures, you should just use the flash as needed. 

Night Mode: This mode is obviously used for pictures you take at night or for any low-light 
conditions. It uses a slow shutter speed and it may also use the flash automatically. The icons for 
this one may be a little different from camera to camera. Another one that is commonly used is a 
backlight mode that has a fill flash picture. This mode also helps with shadowed objects. 

Portrait Mode: This one is used mostly for faces of people. It helps to blur out the background so 
you can focus in more on a person's face. It is used well with the red eye reduction mode, for a 
full effect, as well.  

Video Mode: Want to make videos with your digital camera? Then set your dial on this one. You 
can shoot short video clips with this mode. 

Image Stabilization: If you're known to have shaky hands when you're taking pictures, use this 
mode. It helps to stabilize your camera so the image won't come out all blurry.  

Manual Mode: This is also a very common mode to use. It will give you complete control over 
your camera's aperture and shutter speed, so it's very helpful. 

Aperture-Priority Mode: With this one, you can manually set your camera's aperture setting 
(which is the diameter of the lens), while your camera controls the shutter speed for you. 

Shutter-Priority Mode: This one is just the opposite of the one above. With it, you can manually 
determine the shutter speed, while your camera controls the aperture. 
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